THE   EXPANSION   OF   ISLAM   IN   THE   MEDITERRANEAN
course of the 7th and 8th centuries. It is true that Rome, in parti-
cular, extended a welcome to a number of Syrians during the
first few decades that followed die conquest of their country by
the Arabs. Their influence and their numbers must have been
considerable, for several of them—like Sergius I (687-701) and
Constantine I (708-715)—were elevated to the Papacy. From
Rome a certain number of these refugees, whose prestige was
assured by their knowledge of the Greek language, presently
migrated northwards, taking with them the manuscripts, ivories,
and jewellery with which they had provided themselves on leaving
their country. The Carolingian sovereigns did not fail to employ
them in the movement of literary and artistic revival which they
were fostering. Charlemagne instructed some of them to revise
the text of the Gospel. It was probably one of their compatriots
who left at Metz a Greek text of the Laudes, which is mentioned
as having been there in the pth century.
We may see another proof of the Syrian penetration into the
Occident after the 7th century in the influence of the art of Asia
Minor on the development of decorative motives in the Caro-
lingian epoch. We know, moreover, that many of the ecclesiastics
of "Francia" journeyed to the East in order to worship at the
Holy Places of Palestine, and that they returned bringing not only
relics, but doubtless also manuscripts and church ornaments.
It is a well-known fact that Haroun-al-Raschid, anxious to
obtain the assistance of Charlemagne in his conflict with the
Omayyads, granted him the sepulchre of Christ,1 and also a vague
protectorate over the Holy Places.
. But all these details, however interesting they may be to the
historian of civilization, tells us nothing of the economic history
of the age. The immigration of scholars and artists does not in any
/ x According to kleinclausz, La Ugende du protectorat de Charlemagne sur
la Terre Saints, syria, 1926, pp. 211-233, Haroun granted the Emperor only
the sepulchre of Christ. bidder, dealing with the same question, op. dt.t
revue historique, vol. CLvn, 1928, pp. 277-291, considers that although no
protectorate was granted, Haroun did concede*to Charles a "moral authority"
over the Christians of Palestine.
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